
 

 

  
 

 

 

 
The St. Paul  Epistle 

                           Changing World 
 

 As I work on the changes in our church: a new Council, new St. Paul Ministries team, a 

new Constitution, and returning to in-person church services, I’m also hearing about changes 

in our world, and I’ve been wondering, “Are we ready for what’s coming?” 

 In one poll, people ages 16 to 24 responded that they “Believe in God,” about 20% 

more prevalently than the next generation older than them.  There is a growing belief,     

searching for, and hope to find God in young people. 

 Another study found that during the pandemic, about 25% of people who previously 

claimed to be “Spiritual not religious,” had an increase in religious faith.  People of all ages 

are moving back towards religious communities. 

 But it’s not just studies and polls.  I’ve personally spoken to about a dozen people in 

the last year who are seeking a faith community, including in our community.  Some are    

looking to return to church, others are looking to churches for the first time in their lives.  Our 

church’s social media presence has reached thousands of people whose names we don’t 

know in the last year.  I’ve seen a handful of names that I don’t know (and I few that I do) 

make comments or send private messages to the church in response to our online worship 

services. 

 How many of these people will appear on our church doorstep this year?  More      

importantly, are we prepared if they do?  I’m mixed with many feelings about what’s to come.  

Others may have a different view.   

I want to share a few thoughts, and I hope this inspires some creative or personal thoughts, and some rich 

conversation about who we are as a church community, and how we live out God’s call in our lives. 

 I see a church full of people with full lives – work, family, school, community responsibilities, and many taking a 

part in other organizations.  We have almost 300 members in our church that we see in worship and events at least once 

a year.  The number of people who participate outside of attending?  About two to three dozen.  A very small number of 

people are doing a tremendous amount of work.  I’m incredibly thankful for them, as their work is literally keeping us     

going.  But the number has been getting smaller and smaller, even before this last year. 

 We’re facing some serious challenges.  We might be losing all of our youth activities soon: Sunday School,         

activities and organizing for events for teens, even Vacation Bible School – we barely find enough help, and each year I 

wonder if this will be our last, or if we’ll have to scale back. 

 Our Altar Guild is in flux.  I have to thank Anna Meller, Barb Strom, Cindy Wilson, Martha McWethy, and Lyndon 

Farm, who have all lent a hand changing paraments in the church since Connie got sick (by the way, she’s looking much 

better and healthier these days!).  And at one point, we were hoping we might restore ushers and acolytes. 

 Recent events have revealed a serious hole in our community – technology.  Luckily, I grew up with computers and 

have managed the tech needs for now, but its been a lot of work that takes up time I would rather spend with people and 

out in our community (when we’re more able to). 

 Adult education is another place I worry about.  There are a few people committed to a deepening of their          

understanding of God and faith, but that number is declining, and education events are so poorly attended that I debate if 

it’s worth the effort of having them.  Yet there are some incredible small group opportunities that congregation members 

could do together, if there is enough interest.                                                                 
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               Even committees, council, and other leadership groups struggle to find new members.  About the only group that 

has remained strong is our Care Ministry and Funeral Luncheon groups – services focused on the latter part of life.  But 

there are many places where we need people, and even more opportunities beyond meeting what we used to do. 

 Finally, when it comes to our church finances, while our giving doesn’t live up to our budget needs (even with     

recent reduced expenses), our reserves and return on investments means that the church won’t likely run out money for at 

least a century, at current rates.  Yet discussions about spending or saving are often filled with so much emotion, that an 

outsider listening in might think we were on the verge of bankruptcy.  To be clear, I’m not suggesting we be frivolous either.  

Healthy, intentional investment in our church, our ministry, and our service to the community is the principle I believe 

needs to prevail, and what that looks like is something we decide as a community. 

 I won’t be shy about saying it.  Our congregation faces a serious challenge in the coming years, and unlike many 

churches right now, it’s not a financial one.  If we cannot find the people within our membership, to step up and serve with 

their time and talents, if we keep giving more of the responsibilities to our paid staff, and if our at-risk ministries have to 

end, money won’t matter.  Our congregation could simply age out of existence, fade with little more than a whimper. 

 I have a couple of back up plans – one is very difficult and may involve making some concessions that many      

people in the church might not like.  Another is expensive and a little risky.  I don’t know if the majority of the congregation 

would support either of these. 

 What seems to be the easiest and most viable plan is fairly simple – we need you!  It’s the one plan that I hope 

most of the congregation can accept.  The church needs its members to find a place to get involved.  And if you’re thinking, 

“someone else will do that,” then you’re exactly the person we need.  If you’re thinking, “I can’t do any of those things,” 

you’re exactly the person we need. 

 God does not call people who already have the abilities and skills – God does not call the “equipped.”  God equips 

the people God calls.  God is calling you.  God has equipped our church, our Synod, and our denomination, to help and 

train people to be leaders, care givers, support workers, and volunteers. 

 The most important thing you can bring to the church, to your life as a Christian, is the most valuable gift God has 

given you – yourself. 

 And all the studies, demographics, and info says that this is the time to do it – the time to start getting ready for 

the people who are looking at their faith, finding belief in God, and seeking a religious community to explore what faith and 

belief means. 

 Many are not ready to gather in person because of the virus, but contacting the church, letting us know you want to 

help, giving us the opportunity to help you find a place where you can give of your time and talents – that, far more than 

anything, is what our church needs. 

 As we move through the season a Lent, a time of contemplation about faith and following Christ, a time of         

meditation of exploration of what it means to be a part of this community; as we approach Easter – a time of renewal and 

resurrection – what and how will you participate in the renewal and resurrection of our church, our community of faith?  

And how can we equip you to serve and live out God’s call in your life? 

 I realize this is a “sermon-length” article, and I hope you’ve stayed with me so far.  Sorry, I’m almost done.  I just 

think it is that important.  I see so much, incredible potential in our church and our community.  I see so many people with 

hope and full of life.  I believe we can rise to the challenge we face in the next year or so – but only if people, many people, 

answer the call. 

 Will you, please, be a part of renewing and resurrecting the life of this church, this congregation, and our ministry, 

in the weeks and months ahead?  This is the time, this is the place, where we find out if God is calling us to new life. 

 Before I end, I want to say thank you to those who are giving of their time and talents.  I see you doing incredible 

things.  I see you working in areas that you’ve had little or no training or experience, because there was a need.  I see 

some of you showing up at church over and over again, sometimes, many times in the same day.  You are and have been 

making an incredible sacrifice of yourselves for the sake of our church, our members, and our community, and you deserve 

more thanks and appreciation than I alone can give. 

 

 

In Hope, Faith, and Love,  

Pr. Joseph O’Donnell 

                

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

We thank and appreciate everyone 
who has chosen to allocate their 
choice dollars to st. paul.  
 

*Just a reminder that choice dollars need 
to be allocated before March 31st.  

 

                     WELCA NEWS 

Greetings and prayers for you and your families.  Hope to see you all soon! 

 

We hope that you are able to experience Lent in meaningful ways with Lenten services,  
Bible studies, and fixing and eating delicious soups!  All women are invited to gather for   
Bible study and fellowship at 1:00 p.m. Wednesday, March 17 in the social room. We will 
study the lesson on Angels from the March 2021 Gather magazine.  Copies of the        
magazine and Bible study are available to check out in the Gathering area of our church.  
The Central Conference Zoom Bible study is also available on Thursday March 18 at 1:00 
p.m.  Contact Marge Asplund for details on how to join that if you are interested.  

 

For your April Calendar!  The Northern Illinois Synod WELCA is sponsoring a Spring Zoom 
Retreat on Saturday April 17 from 9:00 – 10:30 
a.m. The theme is “The Road to Emmaus – 
Walking with our Sisters in Tanzania”. Details 
and registration forms will be available in the 
Gathering area.  Registration deadline is April 3. 

 

God be with you all.  St. Paul WELCA Board 
(Marge Asplund, Marge Stichter, Janet Searls, 
Lois Krieger, Marian Myers, Verna Sagmoe, 
Glenna Switzer) 

 

 

YOGA CLASSES are being held in the 
Fellowship Hall every Tuesday and 
Thursday from 8-8:45 am in the         
Fellowship Hall. Cost is $5.00.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Please Pray and remember all who have served 
our  

country in every branch of the military 
 

These prayer concerns are offered by those attending weekend worship   

services at St. Paul. On Mondays, the prayer team meets at 10 a.m. to pray again for these people or issues.  

Also included are prayers for our staff, the ill and homebound, those in care facilities, committees and ongoing       

concerns. Please feel free to join us at anytime. God be with you! 

 

Diane, Darla, Patty, Tom, Ray, Amanda, Dee Valdes and Family,  Suzanne, Rendell,  

Beverly, “J”,  Kevin Sward, Marge, Sandy, John, Vinnie, Connie, Martha, Carol, Haley,  

Larry, LaDonna, Debbie, Maddie, Lyndon, Georgiana 

 

 

 

                                                                          YOU’VE GOT MAIL! 
 

December 26, 2020 

 

Dear St. Paul Ministries, 

 

Thank you for your recent contribution of $250 to the Dixon PADS    

Shelter. Your donation will help provide the necessities needed to       

ensure the shelter and its residents are well cared for. With your        

support, the Dixon PADS Shelter is tackling the issue of homelessness, 

by not only providing shelter and necessities, but by also providing     

resources and skills needed to transition to independent living. 

 

Thanks to you, we’re building a healthier, happier future for men, women 

and children that are less fortunate. 

 

Sincere Thanks, Terra Lorenzen, Executive Director 

 

December 30, 2020 

 

Dear St. Paul, 

 

     Thank you for your contribution of $800 to LSSI’s Holiday Hope Chest. At LSSI, we believe that we are called to 

care for our neighbors in need and with the help of friends like you, we will be able to purchase gift cards for our  

foster care children this Christmas! 

     We know that at this time of year the need is great and we also know that there are many places for you to give. 

That is why we are thankful that you chose to partner with Lutheran Social Services of Illinois; this small act of    

kindness will make a long lasting impact not only to the people we serve, but to the staff as well. 

     LSSI is blessed many times over by faithful friends like you. Thank you again for the generosity you have shown to 

the individuals and families we serve. 

 

Warmest Regards, Kathy Hall, Assistant VP for Advancement   

 

          …….Continued 

 

 

 



 

 

 

January 4, 2021 

 

     Dear Friends of the Pantry: 

     Thank you for your donation of $750 to the Dixon Community Food Pantry. We depend on your generosity to fund 

the Pantry as we receive no federal funds except for commodities we receive once a month. 

     There is a growing need in Lee County for your support as more and more people are unable to find a job. We are 

seeing between 15-25 new clients each month. 

     We cannot do much for world hunger, but our goal at the Pantry is to see that no child goes hungry in Lee County. 

     Thank you for your support and for making a difference. 

Sincerely, Delores Kness, President, Dixon Community Food Pantry 

 

January 12, 2021 

Dear Brenda, St. Paul Ministries Fund Staff, 

     On behalf of the Dixon Area Emergency Needs Fund, I want to say “Thank You” from the bottom our hearts. Your 

$500 donation will assist our community who need financial help paying their utilities, rent, deposits, etc. Thanks 

again for your donation as it is deeply appreciated! 

Sincerely, Sharon Kersten, President 

 

January 13, 2021 

Dear St. Paul Lutheran Church, 

     Thank you for your $500 contribution. You’re now part of a collective effort to making sure people struggling with 

hunger have the food they need. You’re helping River Bend Foodbank advance even closer to ending hunger in     

eastern Iowa and western Illinois. Thank you for your recent gift to bring comfort to neighbors facing hunger. 

     Thank you, St. Paul Lutheran Church, for your generosity and kindness. I hope this year brings health, happiness 

and joy. 

With gratitude, Leslie Corlett, Riverbend Foodbank Director of Corporate & Foundation Giving 

 

February 4, 2021 

Dear St. Paul Lutheran Church, 

     Thank you for your gifts of $500 and $250 to ELCA World Hunger. 

     This season, we remember a time before Christ’s birth, when humanity waited to be delivered from fear and sin. 

But, we also remember the day the waiting ended. Our Savior arrived, and now we live in a world transformed by 

God’s grace. Through your gifts to ELCA World Hunger, you are sharing the everlasting joy of that transformation with 

your neighbors around the world. 

     Your generosity is getting at the root causes of hunger and poverty in over 60 countries, including the United 

States. It is providing access to clean water, health care, agriculture, livestock, education and peace and justice. 

Through your gifts, you are joining with the whole church as we work toward a just world where all are fed. 

     Jesus was born to reign in us forever. Now you are inviting countless others into his gracious kingdom. Thank you. 

In Christ, The Rev. Robin Brown, Mission Funding Director, Congregations 

      

 



 

 

  2021 
 

 

     It’s hard to believe we are going into March, but we still have not resumed out Craftshop since November, 

2020. I will keep you posted when that happens. 

     In 2019, we made angels out of coffee filters with Styrofoam head and body and then embellished them 

with gold ribbon. 

     Mary Nelson is the widow of George Nelson, our former Visitation Pastor and saw our angel in a picture we 

had put in the Epistle 2019. Long story short, I sent her the pattern at her request. Recently, she sent a picture 

of her angels she made for her family for Thanksgiving 2020, but when that was canceled, she kept them till 

they could get together at another time. She sent this picture to Anna. Anna passed it on to me and she had 

enlarged it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     I’ve named it “The Choir of Angels” and have put it on the glass of our china cabinet in our dining room. It is 

a reminder to me of all the Angels in Heaven looking down on us. 

     This is a verse I wrote while attending a bible class at church several years ago. It has a lot of meaning: 

“Let the peace of heart which comes from Christ be always present in your  

hearts and lives and always be thankful.” 

     Praying you all are safe and well and will see you soon. 

 

        Evelyn Cornwell 



 

 

 EASTER FLOWERS      2021  
  

______  I/We wish to purchase a lily to decorate the church  

  

______  I/We wish to purchase a tulip to decorate the church  

       (Cost for each is $14.00 for the lilies and $13.50 for tulips – deadline to       

order is Monday, March 22nd. NO LATE ORDERS ACCEPTED) 

  My/Our gift is: 

______ in memory of ________________________________________________________________________ 

______ in honor of _________________________________________________________ 

______ to the Glory of God. 

 

Given By: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Anyone who wishes to take home their flowers may do so after the Easter service. 

 

HOLY WEEK—WE NEED YOUR HELP!! 

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Vigil, Easter Sunday 

     Council would like your input so we can decide what to do.  We need you to call the office         

815-288-2757 and tell Anna or leave a message by Sunday, March 21st if you hope to: 

 

 - Attend Maundy Thursday Service in-person or on-line 

 - Attend Good Friday Service in person or on-line 

 - Attend Saturday Evening Easter Vigil in person or on-line 

 

     We will notify the congregation of the decisions by phone, using  our phone calling group and 

email, no later than Tuesday, March 23rd. 

     If there is enough interest, we will offer these services in-person and online (live stream and     

recorded).   

     In-person Maundy Thursday may or may not be a meal, depending on the level of interest and 

whether we find volunteers to help plan and run a meal. 

     If there is not enough interest, we will have volunteers assist with preparing a recorded service 

for each of these and provide them online. 

     Please note: either way, because of circumstances, these services might look different this 

year. As for EASTER Sunday morning, we will have at least one in-person service.  We will be 

watching trends in church attendance, vaccines, and positive cases to make our final decisions, 

which will be included in the notifications. 
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