
 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

Warmest Greetings to Our St. Paul Family: 

 

 Your new council met Monday, February 13th. This year’s council 
members are Lester Hallquist – President; Cassandra Rodgers – 
Vice President; Joyce Craney – Secretary; Patti Larsen; Carol Moats; 
LaDonna Groshans; Robin Colglazier;  Marbella Alvarez; and Mary 
Sekse. 
 
     After devotions, minutes were approved followed by Pastor’s      
report. Pastor Karen reviewed attendance and plans for upcoming 
services, especially the plans for the Easter Season. Pastor Karen 

also announced that her interim service to us will end after the Easter service on April 9th. 
This news was received sadly.  
 
     The committee reports were reviewed. 
 
     Youth Ministry has been very active with the most recent activity, the sharing of         
Valentines and snacks at Liberty Court on Sunday, February 12th. Multiple ideas for       
upcoming events were shared with council. 
 
     Council approved a motion from Property Committee to do a feasibility study for an   
outdoor pavilion on the southwest corner of our property to be ready for our 175th           
Anniversary celebration on August 20th. 
 
     St. Paul Ministry recommendations for charitable donations were approved. 
 
     Finance report was reviewed and finances are stable to this point. 
 
     The report of the Call Committee included the Council completing a questionnaire. The 
Call Committee is moving fast and have their third meeting this weekend. 
 
     Social Ministry meeting was after council meeting. 
 
     Next was discussion of our Anniversary Celebration. A busy weekend will take place 
August 19th and 20th, 2023 as we celebrate our 175th Anniversary. MEMBERS ARE 
NEEDED TO FILL THIS COMMITTEE AND VOLUNTEERS ARE GREATLY                   
ENCOURAGED TO PARTICIPATE.  A great opportunity to show off St. Paul!!! 
 
     The meeting was adjourned and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. Kindest Regards, 
 
St. Paul Council 

The St. Paul  Epistle 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Is a pastor an employee of the congregation?  That is a question that came up in a recent 
“Policy Manual Taskforce” meeting.  One of the policies, regarding benefits, specifically      
referred to the pastor as an employee.  I explained that pastors are not employees, and they 
are not hired by the congregation.  Pastors are called to lead and serve God’s ministry in 
and through the congregation. 
 
That led to some discussion as to whether it is just a matter of words – hire or call – and 
what is the difference. 
 
And so it occurred to me that this would be a good conversation to share with the             
congregation, as St. Paul is in the call process to call their next pastor. 
 
Pastors are called by a congregation to lead and serve in God’s mission in that                
congregation.  God’s mission includes leading worship and preaching, teaching, pastoral 
care, and other aspects of congregation ministry.  God’s mission also includes addressing 
social issues, working for justice for those who are vulnerable or without voice in our society, 
and leading the congregation in being an inviting, welcoming and witnessing congregation.   
 
God’s mission may at times involve aspects of ministry that the congregation would prefer to 
not hear about, including racial justice, climate change, justice for immigrants, and other 
things that are sometimes considered to be social issues.  As the church, we speak out and 
act based on God’s word and God’s call. 
 
This is not the same thing as being hired to do a job.  And that is why the language that we 
use for the call of a pastor is very important. 
 
Some aspects of a congregation’s ministry may be a matter of the congregation’s             
preference, such as the time of worship, establishing Bible studies and fellowship              
opportunities, whether fellowship time is before or after worship – or both!  And there are    
also other things that are not a matter of the preference of the congregation’s members.  An 
example might be the elements for Holy Communion.  If a congregation were to decide that 
they want to have chocolate chip cookies and milk, instead of bread and wine, the pastor 
would be right to refuse to honor that decision.  Because the elements used for Holy       
Communion is a theological matter. 
 
A pastor is called to lead and serve the ministry of Jesus Christ. 
 
Blessings in Christ, 
Pastor Karen 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Be The Body – The Northern Illinois Synod’s Theme  
 

Sundays in Lent we will explore how we are the body of Christ through our Synod-
wide Lenten Project  UNFINISHED: Discovering God's Call in the Not Yet. 
 
Here is an overview provided by Rev. Dr. Charlene Rachuy Cox: 

“Honor the space between no longer and not yet,” so writes author and life 
coach, Nancy Levin. We can probably all think of a host of experiences from 
our own lives in which we occupy the space between no longer and not yet. 
The space between no longer pre-pandemic life and not yet what will settle into 
post-pandemic life. The space between before and after a medical diagnosis, 
before and after living with a loss, before and after navigating a relationship 
change, a job change, a move. The space between childhood and adulthood, 
young adulthood and midlife, midlife and the autumn years. The space between 
yesterday and tomorrow, your comfort zone and uncharted territory. The space 
between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday.  
 
The church by its very nature, and we as people of faith, live our whole lives in 
the space between no longer and not yet. Cross-marked and Spirit-sealed, we 
dwell in the space between the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus and the  
final fulfillment of God’s hope-filled promises. In this space between, we dwell 
in the unfinished as unfinished people. As John reminds us, “we are God’s   
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed.”  
 
But we are not left alone in this space between no longer and not yet. We are 
not left alone to navigate this unfinished life by ourselves. God is here - present
-tense, each and every day - calling to us, accompanying us, renewing and   
recreating us - over and over again.  
 
One way that we can lean into and honor this space between no longer and not 
yet is to engage in spiritual practices that both invite us to be attentive to God’s 
present-tense call and nourish God’s relationship with us. This Lent, you are  
invited into the spiritual practice vocare, a practice designed to help you        
discover and embrace various ways that God calls you in everyday life so that 
even amid the not yet, you can more intentionally live life on purpose for the 
common good.  
 
Beginning on Ash Wednesday with a reminder of our shared, called, baptismal 
life and culminating on Easter Sunday with the call to practice resurrection, 
each week will add a new guiding word of the vocare practice and practical 
ways to engage vocare in your personal life, your circle of relationships, and 
your congregation. You won’t want to miss the chance to honor the space     
between no longer and not yet! 

 
This theme will also be explored during the Congregation Resourcing Event, and the 
Synod Assembly. 



 

 

 
Thanks To Our Outgoing Church Council  
Members 
 
As we have installed and welcomed the new Church Council 
members who were elected at the Annual Congregational 
Meeting, we want to thank those who have served on the 
Council over the past year. 
 
Thanks to Linda Shiaras who served this past year as the  
community member on our Church Council.  We appreciate 
Linda’s faithful attendance, the devotions she shared at the  
December meeting, and her regular contributions to the     
Council. 
 
We also express our thanks to Phil Garnhart who has served this past year.  While his work made it difficult 
for him to always attend the meetings, we appreciate his gifts and the addition he made to the Council. 
 
And we offer our thanks to John Strom for his six years on the Church Council, and his service as the       
president this past year.  John has served in many capacities, and we thank him for his faithful service,       
always doing whatever needed to be done. 
 
Mary Sekse and Cassandra Rodgers each completed a two year term, and we are grateful for their service 
and their willingness to be reelected to serve another two-year term. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pizza and Game Night is Back! 
 
The Social Ministry Committee is sponsoring Pizza and Game Night on three Saturday        
evenings, following worship.  There will be pizza and games on 25 February, 25 March, and 29 
April.  For the first one, on 25 February, there will be pizza, ice cream, and chocolate chip 
cookies.  There will be a basket for donations to help with the cost of the pizza.  Plan to come 
and have a good time with your friends at St. Paul. 



 

 

 

Out & About will meet for lunch at Las Palmas, 200 Keul 
Road, Dixon on Tuesday, March 7th @ 11:30 am. Please 
RSVP to Bev Eykamp at 815-677-8545 if you will be     
attending.  

     Rides are available by request.  

All are welcome...we can’t wait to see you! 

 
 

        It’s time to start up craft shop 

after missing the time together 

and making creative items.  There 

has been some requests to start 

the class, which I am anxious to do with your help. The more         

ideas….the more fun! 

     Our first class will begin Wednesday, March 1st  And meet     

every Wednesday thereafter at 1:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 

All are welcome!! Look forward to seeing you.           -Evelyn 

 

OUT & ABOUT AT TOWN & COUNTRY ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH 



 

 

 
YOU’VE GOT MAIL! 
 
December 31, 2022 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
On behalf of the Lutheran Mideast Development leadership team your recent 
gift of $300 has given us the peace of a thankful heart. We are grateful that 
you feel and respond to the need for hope in the Middle East—in our case, 
starting with the Kurdish people with whom we have worked for more than 
112 years! 
 
But when I think of thankful hearts I am immediately struck with the          

consistent thankfulness expressed for you by them! 
 
The women we are serving together are amazed that we are working for their hope! A hope that 
would not be theirs but for our efforts. They say thank you, thank you, thank you! One of my     
favorite quotes was the thankfulness and surprise one expressed, “I can’t believe it! I can’t believe 
it! 
 
So again, thank you for your monetary support, your prayer support and your enthusiastic telling to 
your family, friends and church homes that there is hope in the Middle East and you are part of it 
happening! 
 
Thank you! 
 
Rev. Dr. John Snider, Executive Director 
 
January 14, 2023 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I just wanted to thank you for all of your prayers for my Mom (Gloria Batt) through the years. She 
will celebrate her 92nd birthday in March of this year. She’s still in her little apartment at Highland 
Ridge in Williamsburg, Iowa. 
 
She loves her church and church family and sends her love and appreciation for all your prayers, 
notes and calls over the years. 
 
She is still doing well. She is up and about the facility most days, going to eat, having coffee and 
visits with friends there. Our daughter that lives in Williamsburg sees her several times a month. 
She has also gotten her out to see the grandchildren’s Christmas programs and occasional sports 
events when the weather is more cooperative. This time of year is difficult for all of us. Awaiting 
spring. 
 
Anyone wishing to send a note can. Her address is 100 Village View Circle, Apt. 254, Williamsburg, 
IA 52361. Thank you again and God Bless you all. 
 
Most Sincerely, 
 
Becky Zimmerman 
           



 

 

Lenten Wednesdays at St. Paul 
 
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday – 22 February.  We will have worship at 10:00 am and 7:00 pm.  
Both services will include the imposition of ashes and Holy Communion.  The morning service will 
be a shorter, spoken service. 
 
The Wednesdays in Lent – 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29 March – will begin with a simple supper in the 
church Fellowship Hall at 5:30 pm. 
 
Worship will be held in the sanctuary at 7:00 pm.  We are using materials from Creative              
Communications that celebrate the 250th anniversary of the hymn “Amazing Grace.”  The themes of 
the “Amazing Grace” Lenten series are: 
 
 1 March – Isaiah of Babylon 
 8 March – The Prodigal Son 
 15 March – The Blind Man 
 22 March – The Woman at the Well 
 29 March – Paul  
 
We hope you will join us for this inspiring and interesting Lenten series.   
 

Looking Ahead 
 
Holy Week and Easter Worship 
 Maundy Thursday – 6 April – worship at 7:00 pm 
 Good Friday – 7 April – Tenebrae Worship at 7:00 pm 
 Holy Saturday – 8 April – Easter Vigil at 5:30 pm 
 Easter Morning – 9 April – Easter Breakfast at 9:15 am 
     Easter Egg Hunt at 10:00 am 
     Easter Festival Worship at 10:45 am 
 

From Pastor Karen 
 
St. Paul is at an exciting time in its history.  175 years of service to God and God’s people is      
commendable.  And even as you celebrate the history of this congregation, you look ahead and    
celebrate the future. 
 
I have been blessed to be part of your ministry for this past few months.  Thank you for the           
opportunity to get to know you – I have met many wonderful people.  And it has been a holy        
privilege and honor to walk with some of you through challenging times of illness and grief.  I have 
been privileged to share God’s word with you, and celebrate Holy Communion with you.   
 
When I came to serve St. Paul as your interim pastor I did not expect that it would be for so short a 
time.  In life we often find that our plans are not God’s plans, or things just don’t work out the way 
that we expect.  I will be concluding my ministry at St. Paul on Easter Sunday.  I have shared this 
with the Church Council, and with Pastor Pam Marolla who is the Assistant to the Bishop.  Pastor 
Pam will be seeking someone to replace me. 
 
I will keep St. Paul in my prayers as you serve our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, continue to reach 
out and welcome others in Jesus’ name, seek a pastor, and celebrate your 175th Anniversary. 
 
Blessings in Christ, 
Pastor Karen E. Tews 



 

 

 
40 Days of Giving 
 
The 40 days of Lent are a season to reflect and remember, to look forward and ahead.  
ELCA World Hunger’s 40 Days of Giving invites us to be part of that work and to bear 
witness to it with partners, companions, friends and neighbors. 
 
Devotional booklets for the 40 Days of Giving are available on the table in the        
gathering area.  These Lenten devotions take us through the familiar words of Psalm 
23, the psalmist’s plaintive cries in Psalm 130, the joy of Psalm 32, and the promise of 
rest and security in Psalm  121. 
 
You are invited to take one of the 40 Days of Giving devotional booklets, and join the 
Lenten journey.  May we unite with others in our congregation, our synod, and the 
ELCA in our efforts to end hunger. 
 
 
Communion Elements Available for Those Who Worship Online 
 
St. Paul Lutheran Church has pre-packaged communion elements available for those 
who are worshipping online.  The Lutheran understanding is that communion is to be 
given – not taken from our pantries.  Those who worship online are invited to stop by 
the church office to get the communion elements for their online worship.  Those who 
are homebound are asked to call the church office, and the communion elements will 
be delivered to them. 
 
Congregational Resourcing Event (CRE) 
 
The Northern Illinois Synod is again holding the CRE in person, but with a change in 
location.  This year’s CRE will be held at Sauk Valley Community College on Saturday, 
4 March, from 9:15 am – 3:30 pm. 
 
We will gather under the theme of Be the Body. Throughout the day we will engage in 
conversations that allow us to think about who we are as individuals in the body of 
Christ and who we are as the church.  
 
The first round of workshops in the afternoon will include examples of creative ways to 
rethink ministry and tools for serving God.  The second round of workshops in the    
afternoon will be led by synodical ministries, including committees and other groups, 
in which you can learn how to participate in the larger Church. 
 
Cost for participants is $25 and includes coffee, morning treats and lunch.  The      
registration deadline is 25 February, and registration can be done on the synod’s  
website – www.nisynod.org 
 
 



 

 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANT SCHEDULE 

 

March 1 (Wed): Marian Myers 

March 4 (Sat): Robin Colglazier 

March 5: Sherry McCarter 

March 8 (Wed): Glen Hughes 

March 11 (Sat): Barb Strom 

March 12: Lester Hallquist 

March 15 (Wed): Kelli Draper 

March 18 (Sat): Joyce Craney 

March 19: Glen Hughes 

March 22 (Wed): Robin Colglazier 

March 25 (Sat): Marian Myers 

March 26: Kelli Draper 

March 29 (Wed): Joyce Craney 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ash Wednesday is February 22.   
 Soup and sandwiches will begin the 
following week March 1 at 5:30 pm.   
 

 
The soup will be provided by WELCA or the Youth. 
If you would like to volunteer for sandwiches, please call Marian at 815-677-1591 
 
March 1 Chicken Noodle Soup and Broccoli Cheese Soup 
March 8 Cheeseburger Soup and Tomato Basil Soup 
March 15 Chili and 7 Can Soup (by the Youth) 
March 22 Italian Sausage with Tortellini Soup and Potato Soup with Ham 
March 29 Cheesy Chicken Chowder and Vegetable Beef Soup 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 
Are you having a birthday that the church is unaware of? Want to be on 

our Birthday Board? Moved, changed your email or phone  number? Please call 
the office and let us know. We would like to acknowledge our members and 
keep in touch!! 

 
MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

 

1    Mary Sekse 

8    Christine Maves 

11  Elizabeth Strom, Marian Ulferts 

12  Joy Garnhart 

13  Glenna Switzer 

14  Julie Hodgson, James Jones 

15  Timothy Thrasher 

16  Melissa Stanek 

17  Walter Lohse, Judith Spangler 

22  Jason Wittenauer 

23  Mary Miller 

24  Mark Peterson 

28  Steven Marco, Alison Wittenauer 

29  Dorothy Hodgson 

31 Ellen Allen 

*Weekends are denoted in bold. 

 

ST. PAUL WELCA 
 
Ladies!  As one of your Lenten “To Do’s” please join us at 1:00 p.m. in the upstairs Social Room for 
the second Bible Study of this year “The Ten Commandments: Reviving the Soul” on Wednesday, 
March 15 at 1:00 p.m.  We will be studying and discussing the third and fourth commandments     
using the January/February 2023 issue of the GATHER magazine.  Copies of the Bible study or 
magazine are located in our Gathering area.  Bring a friend and a snack to share this time of       
conversation and sisterhood.  You’ll be glad you did!  Questions?  Please ask any board member. 
 
Blessings – Marge Asplund, Marian Myers, Janet Searls, Lois Krieger, Verna Sagmoe 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Community Christian Lent Conversations 
 
Sponsored by DACMA (Dixon Area Christian Ministerial Association), 
this is a series of four Community Christian Conversations.  Each will 
be held on a Monday evening in March, beginning at 6 pm, at the 
Loveland Community House.  There will be conversation among 
three area clergy, led by a moderator.  There will also be time for 
questions from the audience. 
 
 Week 1 – What About Lent? 
Monday, 6 March 
 Panelists:  Bunyan Cocar, First Baptist Church 
   Andy Minch, Sauk Valley Community Church 
   Karen E. Tews, St. Paul Lutheran Church 
 
 Week 2 – What About Lenten Disciplines? 
Monday, 13 March 
 Panelists: John Evans, St. Pat’s Roman Catholic Church 
   Tim Mitchell, First United Methodist Church 
   Mike Sutcliffe, Three Trees Ministry 
 
 Week 3 – What About the Cross? 
Monday, 20 March 
 Panelists: Dan Bentz, Northside Baptist Church 
   Cal Callison, Hope Bible Fellowship 
   Jon Marx, Faith Assembly 
 
 Week 4 – What About the Resurrection? 
Monday, 27 March 
 Panelists: David Mennig, Bethel Church 
   Mike Worrell, Grace Point 
   Steve Young, Greater Life Church 



 

 

 
 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS SYNOD WELCA 
 
It’s that time again!  A WELCA Spring Retreat is being planned again at the Lutheran Outdoor     
Ministry Center in Oregon, IL on Saturday, April 29, 2023 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Mark your 
calendars!  The theme is “Women at the Well” based on John 4:1-42. 
 
The study plus worship will be led by Pastor Makayla Dahleen, pastor of St. Paul Lutheran,       
Sterling, IL The cost is $25 and includes coffee, snacks, lunch, and materials. 
 
Registration forms and more information will be on the table outside the secretary’s office. 
Those of us who attended last year enjoyed the sisterhood of other women from the churches in 
our synod. Registrations are due around April 1, 2023  

 

 

 

 

EASTER FLOWERS      2023  

______  I/We wish to purchase a lily to decorate the church  

  

______  I/We wish to purchase a tulip to decorate the church  

 

(Cost: Lilies $16.75 and Tulips  $14.75 due by Monday, March 27th  – no late orders accepted) 

  My/Our gift is: 

______  in memory of ________________________________________________________________________ 

____  in honor of _________________________________________________________ 

______  to the Glory of God. 

 

Given By: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Anyone who wishes to take home their flowers may do so after the Easter service. 

 



 

 

March 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
1 pm Music & 
Worship 
1:30 pm Craft 
Shop 
3 pm Christian 
Education 
5:30 Lenten  
Supper 
7 pm Lenten Svc 

2 
 

11 Chair Yoga 
 
Noon Bible In a 
Year 
 
7 pm Praise Band 
Rehearsal 
 
 

3 4 
 
Synod Congre-
gation Resourc-
ing Event 
 
5:30 pm  
Worship 
 
 

5 
9:30 Sunday 
School 
 
10:45 Worship/
Praise Band 
12-3 pm Youth 
Lunch/Plum    
Hollow 

6 
10 Prayer Team 
11 Executive 
Committee 
5 pm Property 
6-8 pm Line 
Dancing 
6 pm DACMA 
Lent Event 

7    
9-11 Line     
Dancing 
11:30 am Out & 
About—Las   
Palmas, Dixon 
 
6 pm Buddy Bags 
 

8  
No Coffee &  
Fellowship 
1:30 pm Craft 
Shop 
5:30 pm Lenten 
Supper 
7 pm Lenten Svc 
 

9  
11 Chair Yoga 
Noon—Bible In a 
Year 

 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

6 pm Boy Scouts 

 

10 
10:30 Dixon 
Health Worship 
 
1:30 pm Liberty 
Court Worship 
 
6 pm Girl Scouts 
 

11 

 
5:30 pm      
Worship 

12 Daylight  
Savings Time 
 
9:30 Sunday 
School 
9:30 0-3 year old 
family time 
 
10:45 Worship 
 

13 

10 Prayer Team 

6 pm Council 

6-8 pm Line 

Dancing 

6 pm DACMA 
Lent Event 

14 
 
9-11 Line     
Dancing 
 
6 pm Social   
Ministry 

15  

10:30 Heritage Sq  

1 pm WELCA 
Bible Study 

1:30 Craft Shop 

5-7 pm Youth 
Committee  

5:30 pm Lenten 

Supper 

16   
 

11 Chair Yoga 
Noon—Bible In a 
Year 
7 pm Praise Band 
Rehearsal 
 
EPISTLE 
DEADLINE 

17 
 
 

 
 

18 
 
 
5:30 pm      
Worship 
 
 
 

 

19 
 
9:30 Sunday 
School 
 
 
10:45 Worship/
Praise Band 
 

20 
 

10 Prayer Team 
 
6-8 pm Line 
Dancing 
6 pm DACMA 
Lent Event 
 

21 

9-11 Line     
Dancing 
 
6 pm MS Support 
 
 
 

22 
 

1:30 pm Craft 
Shop 

5:30 pm Lenten 

Supper 

 

7 pm Lenten Svc 

 

23 

11 Chair Yoga 

Noon—Bible In a 

Year 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

 

24 
 
    

 

6 pm Girl Scouts 

 

25 

 

5:30 pm      

Worship 

6:30 pm Pizza/

Game Night 

26 
9:30 Sunday 
School 
 
10:45 Worship 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
10 Prayer Team 

6-8 pm Line 

Dancing   

6 pm DACMA 
Lent Event 
 

 

28 

9-11 Line     

Dancing 

 

 

 

 

 29 
 
11 Care Ministry 
1:30 pm Craft 
Shop 
 

5:30 pm Lenten 

Supper 

7 pm Lenten Svc 

30 

11 Chair Yoga 

 

31   
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